HEED Summer Reading Invitation

We in the HEED English Department wish for everyone to become lifelong
readers. Not only does reading position us for greater academic success, but it also
expands our personal horizons. Books are often a tool in God’s hand. Certain stories
have been part of our HEED canon for many years. If you are new to HEED, before
you begin our English program, we’d like you to read the titles listed on the left side of
the next page. If you are returning to HEED, we’ve given you some freedom to
choose. You will refer to the column on the right side of the next page.

New students, if you've already read one or more of the books on our list,
choose a different classic(s) instead. Returning students and new students for whom
it’s applicable, any book with at least 100 pages counts, whether fiction (classic,
contemporary, or YA in any genre) or non-fiction (spiritual growth, how-to, DIY,
memoir, autobiography, biography, poetry...). We encourage (and assume) daily
Bible reading regardless of season, so that will not count toward this goal. However,
if another instructor assigns a book to read this summer, you may use it for both
assignments. If a friend(s) and you wish to read the same book(s), that would be
even better! And yes, audiobooks count. Keep a log of the books you read.
Remember, if you begin a free-choice book, and 30ish pages in, find that you are not
enjoying it, choose another! (It may be helpful to look at your English course’s
reading list to avoid reading titles that are going to be read during the school year.)

If you are having trouble knowing where to start your search for classic
literature, see pages 3 & 4 of this document. You will still need to research them. If
you need help finding free-choice reading material, here are a couple of trusted lists.
Of course, if you end up reading more than four books, all the better! This Read
Aloud Revival podcast episode is a great listen: https://readaloudrevival.com/203/.

Ladies: https://readaloudrevival.com/series/girls-teens/

Gentlemen: https://readaloudrevival.com/series /092-teens/

Goodreads is another helpful resource. If you don’t have a library card, we
recommend you remedy that this summer. Hoopla and CloudLibrary are two apps
through which cardholders can access free audio and eBooks.

Parents, while you might recommend or veto a book(s), please let your student make
the final choice. This is the only way for them to discover their own tastes.

Happy reading, everyonel!
Here are just a few quick-read articles on the subject of the benefits of reading:

https:/ /helpfulprofessor.com/importance-of-reading-books/

https:/ /bookriot.com/2019/02/14 /book-and-reading-statistics/

https://www.inc.com /marissa-levin/reading-habits-of-the-most-successful-leaders-
that.html



https://readaloudrevival.com/203/
https://readaloudrevival.com/series/girls-teens/
https://readaloudrevival.com/series/092-teens/
https://helpfulprofessor.com/importance-of-reading-books/
https://bookriot.com/2019/02/14/book-and-reading-statistics/
https://www.inc.com/marissa-levin/reading-habits-of-the-most-successful-leaders-that.html
https://www.inc.com/marissa-levin/reading-habits-of-the-most-successful-leaders-that.html

High School Summer Reading List

STUDENTS NEW TO HEED

RETURNING STUDENTS

ENTERING ENGLISH 9 in the fall and
new to HEED’s English program

Any C.S. Lewis book

The Secret Garden by Burnett

A Christian biography

Number the Stars by Lowry or

Words on Fire by Nielsen or

Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry by Taylor

ENTERING ENGLISH 9 in the fall after
taking English 8 at HEED

1 spiritual growth book

A Christian biography

2 free-choice books (fiction or non-fiction
100+ pages)

ENTERING ENGLISH 10 in the fall and
new to HEED’s English program

Epic by John Eldredge

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom

A Greek classic you've never read, such as
The Odyssey

1 classic (pre-1960, 100+ pages) you've
never read before & do not plan to read for
class

ENTERING ENGLISH 10 in the fall after
taking English 9 at HEED

Epic by John Eldredge

1 classic (pre-1960, 100+ pages) you've
never read before & do not plan to read for
class

2 free-choice books (fiction or non-fiction
100+ pages)

ENTERING ENGLISH 11 in the fall and
new to HEED’s English program

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

Any Jane Austen novel or Frankenstein by
Mary Shelley

1 spiritual growth book

ENTERING ENGLISH 11 in the fall after
taking English 10 at HEED

2 free-choice books (fiction or non-fiction
100+ pages)

1 classic (pre-1960, 100+ pages) you've
never read before

1 spiritual growth book

ENTERING COLLEGE ENGLISH in the
fall & new to HEED’s English program

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald or
Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronté

A Shakespearean play you've never read

ENTERING COLLEGE ENGLISH in the
fall after taking English 11 at HEED

1 spiritual growth book

2 free-choice books (fiction from different
genres)

1 classic (pre-1960, 100+ pages) you've
never read before

If you have already read one or more titles on the list, please feel free to swap
it/them out for a never-before-read pre-1960 classic of your choice! Except for those
entering 9tk grade (who are welcome to read Newbery award winners), please choose
classics written for a general audience, not children (for ideas, see list on pp. 3-4).
The free-choice books can be Middle Grade, YA, or General Audience.




Some of these can count twice (spiritual growth and classic); however, if you

do that, you still need to read another free-choice book. If you’re ambitious

enough to read a 300+ page classic, it can count for two books, though! Also,
we have not included the titles that we read in class on this list.

1984

A detective novel by Dorothy Sayers
A Girl of the Limberlost

A Moveable Feast

A mystery by Agatha Christie

A Passage to India

A Regency novel by Georgette Heyer
A Separate Peace

A Shakespearean play (i.e. Hamlet, Henry V, A Midsummer Night’s
Dream)

A Tale of Two Cities

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn

All Quiet on the Western Front

Anna Karenina

Anthony Trollope

Around the World in 80 Days
Barabbas

C.S. Lewis’s Space Trilogy (or any book in it)
Call of the Wild

Confessions of St. Augustine

Cyrano de Bergerac

Emma

Gulliver’s Travels

Huckleberry Finn

Journey to the Center of the Earth
Les Miserables

Little Women

Mansfield Park

Mere Christianity

Middlemarch

Murder in the Cathedral

My Antonia

Northanger Abbey

O Pioneers

Oliver Twist

One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich



Persuasion

Robinson Crusoe

Sense & Sensibility

Sherlock Holmes (novels, not short stories)
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer
The Aeneid

The Brothers Karamazov

The Cost of Discipleship

The Count of Monte Cristo

The Diary of a Young Girl

The Grapes of Wrath

The House of the Seven Gables
The Iliad

The Last of the Mohicans

The Lord of the Rings

The Man in the Iron Mask

The Pearl

The Pilgrim’s Progress

The Red Badge of Courage

The Scarlet Letter

The Screwtape Letters

The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
The Time Machine

The Three Musketeers

Treasure Island

Uncle Tom’s Cabin

Up from Slavery

Walden

Wuthering Heights



