
ADVENTURES Recommendations for  

Elementary Language Arts  
Choosing an English curriculum can be one of the more challenging aspects of homeschooling because there are 
so many excellent options available. One resource I have found especially helpful is Cathy Duffy's curriculum 
review website, which provides thorough evaluations of homeschool programs.  This list is not meant to be 
comprehensible as curriculum is changing and evolving every day. We do know based on the latest science that 
a computer is not superior to a teacher and online learning has not proven to be healthy for young students.  

Kindergarten (K4) – 1st Grade 
These early years should be filled with play, discovery, creativity, and a love of learning. If your young child is 
eager to "do school," I highly recommend My Father's World and Explode the Code as gentle introductions to 
structured learning. As children begin showing interest in workbooks and formal lessons, follow their lead and 
progress at a pace that matches their readiness. The Adventure program is rooted in the philosophy of Five in a 
Row, which emphasizes learning through quality literature and meaningful experiences.  

Grades 2–4 
These years are often when children become confident readers, although every child develops at their own pace. 
Some students master reading quickly, while others take more time. Remember that many later readers 
demonstrate excellent comprehension and critical thinking skills as they mature, so there is no need to rush the 
process. During these years, I loved using First Language Lessons (1-4th grade) to introduce language arts 
concepts in a natural and enjoyable way. 

Focus on building strong foundations through phonics, spelling, vocabulary development, journaling, and 
reading comprehension. Learning should continue to be enjoyable, and advancement should occur only after a 
child has mastered the current level. The goal is steady growth, confidence, and a lifelong love of reading and 
language. 

Grade 5 
In Grade 5, we encourage families to consider using the Bob Jones Grade 5 program to help them be confident 
their student is ready for middle school. Another option is to create an eclectic language arts plan that combines 
strong components from different curricula, including: 

• Grammar: Fix It! Grammar  
• Vocabulary: Wordly Wise 3000  
• Literature: HEED History readers and quality read-alouds  
• Composition: Beginning writing through journals, paragraphs, and short written responses  

This approach helps ensure that students build a strong foundation in language arts as they prepare to enter 
middle school at HEED, where they will transition into the Bob Jones Grade 6 program. 

HEED also now offers a dedicated Grade 5 Language Arts class designed to strengthen foundational skills for 
success in Grade 6 English. This HEED 5th grade course uses an eclectic combination of programs to support 
student growth. 



Grades 6–8 
In Grades 6–8, students should focus on solidifying their grammar skills to build a strong foundation for writing 
development. During these years, students also expand their vocabulary through reading and begin to develop 
the ability to write structured 3–5 paragraph essays with clarity and organization.  At HEED, students use Bob 
Jones Grade 6 as a foundation and then transition into a two-year grammar sequence (grades 7 and 8) using 
Analytical Grammar. Writing instruction is supported through Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW) in 
grades 7 and 8, where students learn different writing structures and essay types. 

Grades 9–12 
I am most proud of the strength of our HEED High school English program.  As students’ progress through 
English 9, 10 and 11 they are then ready for our 12th grade college English class: College Eng 1 in the fall and 
College Eng 2 in the spring earning the students 6 college credits from Palm Beach Atlantic University. In 
Grades 9–12, the language arts curriculum emphasizes advanced grammar, composition, vocabulary 
development, and literature study. This comprehensive focus prepares students for success on standardized 
tests such as the SAT and ACT, as well as for college-level writing and reading expectations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


