ADVENTURES Recommendations for
Elementary Math

Horizons Math

Best for students who like colorful workbooks and variety, I paired this with Singapore word problems and it
really worked well for semi-strong to strong math students and had great success.

Strengths: Fast-paced, Colorful and engaging, Strong arithmetic practice, Good for students who get bored
easily.

Considerations: Spiral approach means concepts are revisited frequently rather than mastered.

Singapore Math
Good for conceptual understanding, teaches critical thinking and problem solving, Applied, Relevant math.

Strengths: Strong number sense, Excellent problem-solving, internationally respected approach, Prepares
students well for higher-level math.

Considerations: Can be challenging for some students, Requires parent involvement.

BJU Math (Bob Jones)

Best for traditional textbook families. Similar to the Abeka math, but with a better parent guide.

Strengths: Thorough instruction, Strong teacher support, Solid balance of concepts and practice, Well
organized.

Consideration: More teacher-directed, Heavier workload than some programs.

Math-U-See

Best for struggling learners and hands-on students. Not really my favorite but very popular in elementary. I’'m
not a fan after grade 5.

Strengths: Uses manipulatives effectively, Mastery-based, Easy for parents to teach,

Consideration: Slower pace, Less emphasis on challenging word problems.

The Good and the Beautiful Math

Best for open-and-go homeschooling. This has been very popular for the past few years.

Strengths: Attractive lessons, Strong parent support, Gentle progression, Affordable (many levels available as
free PDFs).



Considerations: Some families find it less rigorous than Singapore Math.

Saxon Math

Best for continual review, tried and true curricula. HEED grades 6-12 uses this curriculum for math. It
produces consistent results without any holes. Some advanced math students find Saxon too repetitive.

Strengths: Constant reinforcement, Excellent for students who forget concepts, Proven track record,

Considerations: Repetitive for some children, Less emphasis on conceptual understanding.

Sue’s Thoughts

There are a lot of online programs, but the science is not positive on the topic of online learning for math so I
only recommend paper and pencils!

If You Are Choosing Among BJU, Horizons, and The Good and the Beautiful
Choose BJU Press if you want the most traditional, academically thorough program. Choose Horizons
if your child enjoys colorful pages, variety, and a faster pace. Choose The Good and the Beautiful if
you want a gentle, easy-to-use curriculum with minimal preparation.

A lot of experienced homeschoolers use:
Horizons for K-2, then Singapore or BJU Press for grades 3—5, A combination of both curriculum

because Horizons tends to keep young children engaged, while Singapore and BJU provide stronger
long-term math preparation.



